The registered nurse first assistant role in surgical wound closure: an integrated review.
Knowledge of suturing techniques, suturing materials, and the stages of wound healing is essential for obtaining good operative results and avoiding wound infections and scarring. An extensive literature search was undertaken, and a resultant integrated review of the studies was assembled. The literature deals specifically with information on methods of wound closure, wound healing, suturing techniques, and suturing materials in the coronary, surgical, and vascular surgery population. It is hoped that the information provided will give the practicing registered nurse first assistant and other surgical nurses a working knowledge of some of the best methods for the closure of skin wounds, and how best to apply those methods in practice.